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O Winter Holidays: £ight, Joy, & €
flcceptance

The holiday season provides a great opportunity to build community while honoring
cultural differences, as religious beliefs often represent a valuable part of a person’s
identity. While Christianity is still the most practiced religion in the United States, more
and more people are identifying as Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, other faiths, or
nonreligious. By making space to recognize all

winter holidays, it provides an opportunity to

learn about different cultures and the

significance and history behind each

celebration. Awal' CHCSS DayS
While we take no sides in the Merry Christmas .
VS. Hoppy Holidays de:bclte, it is worth noting World AIDS Day - December |

that while the former is a heartfelt, well-meant
wish for joy and celebration, it is inherently tied
to the Christian holiday of Christmas. In the International Day for People with @
same vein, it is also important to recognize that Disabilities - December 3

for some, these months may not be a season of
celebration. For some, their faith has no major

Giving Tuesday - December 3

holiday during this time of year, while others

may choose to skip festivities for personal '
reasons. So, if someone does not respond to International Volunteer Day -

your seasonal greeting, be kind and tolerant as December 5

you don't know what they’re going through.
Taking the time to learn about holidays and

traditions outside of your normal customs, can International Genocide Prevention

give you a wider perspective and demonstrate Day, - December 9

that you support the beliefs of your friends and

families. Across many religions and cultures .
that have holidays this time of year, there are International Human Rights Day - '
underlying themes of light, birth, renewal, and December 10

love. Remember as we travel into the new year

to hold these values in our minds and to treat _ .
each other well, making space for differences, International Migrants Day. -
and supporting one another’s uniqueness. December 18
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-aids-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-aids-day
https://idpwd.org/
https://idpwd.org/
https://www.givingtuesday.org/participate/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/volunteer-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/genocide-prevention-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/genocide-prevention-day
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/human-rights
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/international-migrants

Diwali
Late October or November based on
lunar calendar (was Nov 1st)

' A festival of lights, celebrated in
Kartika during the Hindu New Year,
symbolizes the victory of Dharma
over Adharma, light over darkness,

good over evil, and knowledge over
ignorance. It is one of India’s most

celebrated holidays.

® Bodhi Day.

December 8th

Commemorates the day that
the Buddha experienced
enlightenment ending the cycle
. of transmigration by reaching
Nirvana or spiritual release

kwanzaa
‘ December 26th - January 1st

Celebrates African American unity,
heritage, and culture and is
‘ nonreligious celebration of 7
principles which are: Umoja (Unity),
Kujichagulia (Self-Determination),
Ujima (Collective Work and
Responsibility), Ujamaa
(Cooperative Economics), Nia

(Purpose), Kuumba (Creativity), and
Imani (Faith).
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Hanukkah

Late November or December based on the 25th day of
Kislev in the Hebrew Calander (Dec 25 - Jan 2)

A festival of light celebrating the
miracle during the rededication
of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem in 164 BC,
commemorating the Maccabean
Revolt when Jewish fighters
reclaimed the Holy Temple from
Greek Syrian forces.

Yule
Shortest day of the year - December 21st

The oldest European winter
solstice festival, which is now
largely celebrated by Neo-
Pagans. This pre-Christian
festival originated in
Scandinavia and was later
subsumed, along with other
pagan celebrations, into the
Christian holiday of
Christmas.

Christmas

December 25th

Christmas celebrates the
birth of Jesus Christ, the
Messiah of Christianity. The '
holiday has evolved to
become more secular,
observed by both Christians
and non-Christians.

Chinese New Year
January 21th to February 21st depending on lunar '

Calander (Jan 29, 2025)

Is a ceremonial holiday to pray
for a good planting and harvest
season and is a time to reunite
with immediate and extended
family. It is the most important
¢ & holiday in China, and it is also
widely celebrated in South Koreq,

Vietnam, as well as other
countries with a significant
Chinese population.

'



https://www.britannica.com/topic/Yule-festival
https://youtu.be/YUMlbh7PAzI?si=9owQmhl1l1gQbCdU
https://www.npr.org/2024/10/29/nx-s1-5167938/what-is-diwali
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35030671
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bodhi-Buddhism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bodhi-Buddhism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christmas
https://asia.si.edu/whats-on/events/celebrations/lunar-new-year-celebration/
https://asia.si.edu/whats-on/events/celebrations/lunar-new-year-celebration/
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Featured Artists 4

In honor of the International Day for People with Disabilities (December 3rd) this month we
celebrate the nine recipients of the 2024 Midwest Award for Artists with Disabilities. This
award is granted through Arts Midwest and proudly celebrates and supports accessibility
in the arts. Arts Midwest is one of six nonprofits working to strengthen, support, inform, and

. celebrate arts and creative communities in the Midwest, including the Native Nations and
tribes in the region. Historically, community art funding has not invested in disabled
artists, so increased support for this group will improve accessibility in the arts. Also, it

. advocates for arts being viable employment, which is often overlooked by funding

agencies that support people with disabilities. Established in 2022, the award honors the
late James Edward Scherbarth, a dedicated visual artist and advocate for arts access.
From 2023 to 2025, 27 visual artists (9 each year) from the region will be recognized, with
their work showcased on the Arts Midwest website. Each of the recipients will receive
$3,000 of unrestricted funds to support their artistic journey. Please join us in celebrating ®
the creativity the awardees bring to the Midwest and explore some of their works below

and on the Art Midwest website.

Danielle “Elle” Billing
(Enderlin, North Dakota)

Carly “Car” Reigger (Madison, Wisconsin)

Lindsey Row-Heyveld
(Decorah, lowa) ~ Mark Hansen
' (Sioux Falls, South Dakota)



https://artsmidwest.org/get-support/midwest-award-for-artists-with-disabilities/
https://artsmidwest.org/
https://artsmidwest.org/about/updates/2024-midwest-award-for-artists-with-disabilities-recipients/
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Ally Corner: Gifts that keep on giving

We all strive to give thoughtful gifts. This year we ask you to consider not only who will
be receiving the gifts but also where you purchase them. When you choose to purchase
gifts locally or from small businesses it has a big impact. Not only is money spent
locally more likely to remain in the community, but small businesses are significantly
more likely to support community causes. As more and more big box companies
remove support for diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, choosing to shop small .
allows us to not only support our communities but causes we care about. Beyond

' strengthening local economies, shopping_ minority own small businesses help close the

racial wealth gap while supporting cultural diversity and promoting entrepreneurial
equity. The Holiday Season is a busy time of year for all of us, and there is no shame in
snagging some great deals with online shopping in the few minutes of spare time you
find. Luckly there are a variety of online resources that will help you find and shop smaill .
and/or minority owned businesses. Below we have provided some resources to help

' you find the unique gifts you have been searching for, but this is by no means an
exhaustive list and there are plenty of other great options out there for you to discover.

_michigan Businesses Online Altennatives

Woman O“_/ned o Bookstores Minority Owned

» Women in Hospitality » Bookshop.org - supports ¢ BLAPP
Leadership. independent bookstores ¢ Buy Black

« Michigan Women's o Thriftbooks - used books, ¢ Minority Business
Marketplace DVDs, CDs & VHS Enterprise Search

« Detroit Mom o Worldwide Queer-Owned

« Detroit Metro Times Technology Business Map & Online

« Grand Rapids * Newegg Community Hub

. e American Indian Services
. LGBTQ+ Owned qnd Friendly o USC Native American
e Great Lakes Pride

Small Business
o ebay

» The “Gander - +30 local e Shop My Porch Student Assembly
: , ; o Sweetgrass Trading
LGBTQ+-owned businesses e goimagine Compény
o Visit Detroit e Esty _ T
« Detroit Metro Times  Google Small Business  Sustainable, and Ethical .
' « Ann Arbor Eilter Sl o EarthHero
e Amazon Small Business
Black and Minority Owned Eil Package Free
iter e Made Trade
« Support Black Owned -
Michigan
« Visit Detroit
« Jackson County '

The members of the MAFS DEIJB Committee wish all of you a delightful holiday season,
brimming with light, joy, and happiness. We hope the New Year brings good fortune to
all of you and your families. Please feel free to contact us if you would like to become
involved with the DEIJB committee or if you come across items that you would like to
have shared. You can reach us at miafsdeij@gmail.com or you may contact us
nonymously.

Warm Wishes -
Kyle Brumm (he/him), Dana Castle (she/her), Lydia Doerr (she/her), Tracy Galarowicz
(she/her), Kynzie House (she/her), Maggie Haite (they/them), Taylor Skiles (she/ ;
Kathleen Quebedeaux (she/her) .



http://blappapp.com/
https://shop.buyblack.org/
https://nmsdc.org/connect/mbe-search/
https://nmsdc.org/connect/mbe-search/
https://www.everywhereisqueer.com/
https://www.everywhereisqueer.com/
https://www.everywhereisqueer.com/
https://www.everywhereisqueer.com/
https://www.americanindianservices.org/post/12-indigenous-owned-businesses-to-shop-this-holiday
https://usg.usc.edu/nasa/native-owned-businesses-directory/
https://usg.usc.edu/nasa/native-owned-businesses-directory/
https://sweetgrasstradingco.com/
https://sweetgrasstradingco.com/
https://earthhero.com/
https://earthhero.com/
https://packagefreeshop.com/
https://packagefreeshop.com/
https://www.madetrade.com/collections/sustainable-ethical-gifts-under-50
https://www.madetrade.com/collections/sustainable-ethical-gifts-under-50
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScww0IZQ7owq0nFt-4ViufgHq1HKACFcAW4ooB0K1DVtjfdBg/viewform
https://enterprisectr.org/blog/benefits-of-supporting-minority-owned-businesses/
https://gandernewsroom.com/2024/11/25/41-tips-to-support-small-businesses-this-holiday-season-on-any-budget/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Trial%20Gander%20Food%20Automation%202024-12-01&utm_term=Gander%20-%20Personalized%20Content%20-%20Food%20and%20Drink
https://www.mrla.org/womenshistorymonth.html
https://www.mrla.org/womenshistorymonth.html
https://www.mrla.org/womenshistorymonth.html
https://www.miwomen.com/directory/directory-listings/category/view/79-rsdirectory-category-business-directory
https://www.miwomen.com/directory/directory-listings/category/view/79-rsdirectory-category-business-directory
https://www.miwomen.com/directory/directory-listings/category/view/79-rsdirectory-category-business-directory
https://detroitmom.com/directory/categories/detroit-woman-owned-businesses
https://detroitmom.com/directory/categories/detroit-woman-owned-businesses
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/20-women-owned-metro-detroit-businesses-to-support/Slideshow/32545075/32545085
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/20-women-owned-metro-detroit-businesses-to-support/Slideshow/32545075/32545085
https://www.experiencegr.com/articles/post/women-owned-businesses/
https://www.experiencegr.com/articles/post/women-owned-businesses/
https://www.michigan.org/article/great-lakes-pride-lgbtq-friendly-shops-and-stops-across-michigan
https://gandernewsroom.com/community/shop-small-not-small-minded-30-local-lgbtq-owned-businesses-to-support-in-michigan/
https://gandernewsroom.com/community/shop-small-not-small-minded-30-local-lgbtq-owned-businesses-to-support-in-michigan/
https://visitdetroit.com/inside-the-d/lgbtq-shopping/
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/metro-detroits-lgbtq-owned-businesses-to-check-out/Slideshow/33264265/33271035
https://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/metro-detroits-lgbtq-owned-businesses-to-check-out/Slideshow/33264265/33271035
https://www.ecurrent.com/local-business-news/lgbtq-owned-businesses/
https://www.ecurrent.com/local-business-news/lgbtq-owned-businesses/
https://www.supportblackowned.com/states/mi
https://www.supportblackowned.com/states/mi
https://visitdetroit.com/inside-the-d/detroits-black-owned-businesses/
https://visitdetroit.com/inside-the-d/detroits-black-owned-businesses/
https://business.jacksonchamber.org/list/ql/minority-owned-business-37
https://bookshop.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=thrift+books+about&oq=thrift+books+about&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDsyBggAEEUYOzIJCAEQABgKGIAEMggIAhAAGBYYHjIICAMQABgWGB4yCggEEAAYgAQYogQyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyCggGEAAYgAQYogTSAQg2Nzk4ajBqMagCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.newegg.com/
https://www.ebay.com/sl/sell?sr=wnstart&_trksid=p2481888.m570.l1528&mkevt=1&mkcid=1&mkrid=711-53200-19255-0&campid=5338942052&toolid=10001&customid=1025X1701640Xf5f206d825486f0d30a394fdf1c9cc5c
https://shopmyporch.com/
https://shopmyporch.com/
https://goimagine.com/bath-and-beauty/soaps-and-washes/soaps/
https://www.etsy.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=etsy_e&utm_campaign=Search_US_Brand_GGL_ENG_General-Brand_Core_All_Exact&utm_ag=A1&utm_custom1=_k_CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28ItRprIihBAxk5FaCdqyQks2mNkp06cuNqwoBcfcvzengP6FKjisk_BoCyPMQAvD_BwE_k_&utm_content=go_227553629_16342445429_536666953103_kwd-1818581752_c_&utm_custom2=227553629&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA0rW6BhAcEiwAQH28ItRprIihBAxk5FaCdqyQks2mNkp06cuNqwoBcfcvzengP6FKjisk_BoCyPMQAvD_BwE
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/14260811?hl=en
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/14260811?hl=en
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/14260811?hl=en
https://www.amazon.com/b?node=17879387011&tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=294901176460&hvpos=&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5300190371020809056&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1016367&hvtargid=kwd-646908048182&ref=pd_sl_2uk6b07uj0_b
https://www.amazon.com/b?node=17879387011&tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=294901176460&hvpos=&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5300190371020809056&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1016367&hvtargid=kwd-646908048182&ref=pd_sl_2uk6b07uj0_b
https://www.amazon.com/b?node=17879387011&tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=294901176460&hvpos=&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5300190371020809056&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1016367&hvtargid=kwd-646908048182&ref=pd_sl_2uk6b07uj0_b

